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Draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Conservation Areas Advisory Committee  
of Saddleworth Parish Council 

Held at the Civic Hall, Lee Street, Uppermill on Friday 5th April 2013 
 

There were present:  Cllr. Mr. Bill Cullen - Chairman 
    Cllr. Mr. M. Buckley – Vice Chairman 
    Mr. J. Carr  
    Mr. D. Chadderton  
    Mr. J. Grayson 
    
Apologies: Mr. V. Khadem & Mr. A. Petford  

 

The minutes of the meeting held on Friday 1st March 2013 were approved as a correct record. 

 

Ref:   Applicant   Location 

CA/333721/13 Mrs Merilainen  The Barn, Diglea, Diggle 
Demolition of timber/steel structured agricultural buildings 
 
Recommendation: APPROVAL 
Subject to no change to existing barn other than those already agreed. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
HH/333624/13 Mr Broadbent  12 Ridings Court, Dobcross 
1) Single storey extension to front  
2) Two storey rear extension 
 
Recommendation: REFUSAL 
Although fairly recent, this development in the Conservation Area has been built to a good 
standard in both design and materials. The houses are constructed in local Pennine stone 
in the vernacular style. The proposals are unacceptable stylistically, the extension to the 
front creates a confused and incongruous appearance in what is presently a simple design. 
The rear extensions are completely inappropriate having little sympathy for the local 
vernacular. Picture windows involving large sheets of glass and metal cladding do nothing 
to enhance the character of the Conservation Area.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
HH/333747/13 Mr Hilton   Chew Cottage, Greenbridge Lane, Greenfield 
1) Pitched roof to existing garage and enclosure of garage with rendered finish  
2) Single storey extension to link to kitchen and garage 
 
Recommendation: APPROVAL  
Subject to the colour of the render being carefully chosen to blend into the surroundings. 
Heritage White would be an acceptable treatment, primary colours would be unacceptable. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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LB/333686/13 Mr Rothwell   Acker Hall Farm, Standedge Road, Diggle 
Repair works to south elevation of existing building including alterations to existing openings 
 
Recommendation: APPROVAL  
The proposal for the new window on the East Gable appear to be acceptable, however only 
plans “as existing” were available and its position could not, therefore, be ascertained. The 
only acceptable position would be on the ground floor, vertically in-line with existing 
windows on the first and second floors. Reclaimed stone mullions and jams would be 
preferred.  
The existing door on the south elevation is an extremely undesirable feature inserted in 
relatively recent times into a row of mullion windows. The fenestration on this elevation is 
one of the major features of the building and although the alterations to this door, as 
proposed, is an improvement, a much better solution would be to remove the doorway 
altogether and restore the original five light mullion window. The removal of the 
conservatory is to be commended.  
We agree with the identification of original internal features and the intention to conserve 
them. In particular the early staircase and wood panelling and beams. In addition some of 
the original doors and architrave around the door frames survive, these are illustrated in 
photographs 18, 56, 59,136, 151 & 153. Fireplaces and stone flags also appear to be early 
features and should be retained, see photographs 49, 53, 97, 98, 110, 118,127, 138 & 152. 
This is a well preserved Grade 2 listed building worthy of conservation and the 
photographic evidence supplied is very much appreciated.    
______________________________________________________________________________ 
COMMENTS ON OTHER APPLICATIONS 
Peak District – Application number NP/O/0213/0156 – Diggle Mill House, Diggle  
Change of use of agricultural land to domestic curtilage. Lower ground floor terrace forming 
covered parking area and external staircase access to lower ground floor level. Porch enclosure to 
front elevation to existing dwelling.  
 

Recommendation: REFUSAL 
Although this house is in an existing poor state, and has undergone many unsympathetic 
alterations in the past, the present proposals are ill-informed and do little to improve the 
true character of the property. The building is a manufacturer’s house of the early to mid 
nineteen century.  
The front elevation in this type of building would normally be characterised by a 
symmetrical arrangement of large sash windows, in this case, however there has clearly 
been some earlier alterations and care should be taken in the renovation to retain the 
original fenestration as far as possible.  
The proposed treatment of the rear, with the insertion of three rows of six room height 
windows is completely out of character. The treatment of the vaulted cellar basement is 
also out of character. Neither of these proposals is desirable.  
The punctuation of the existing stone flag roof, both front and rear, by a large number of 
irregularly placed velux type windows is also very destructive of what is a major feature of 
the building.  
The enlargement of the curtilage into the Green Belt would have a significant impact on the 
character of this area. The proposed diversion of a Public Right of Way is unacceptable, as 
it would increase the length of the path and reduce its enjoyment by the public.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 


